Executive Board Meeting
The following paragraphs summarize the major discussions and conclusions of the last Executive Board Meeting held in Copenhagen. They are based on the draft minutes of that meeting which have not yet been approved by the Executive Board.
International Committee Meeting
Committee Meeting which was held at the time of the Copenhagen Congress: a)
The Executive Board discussed a number of matters which had been raised at the International it was agreed that the Executive Board should pursue the possibility of holding an interim meeting of representatives of the International Committee between Congresses subject to finances being available. in response to a suggestion from the International Committee, Melvin Stills was working on the production of a Tape Slide Set which would describe the workings and interests of the Socieiy. When this work had been completed copies of the set would be made available in order to help promote the Society. the Executive Board discussed the International Committee's proposal that some form of ISPO certificate of attendance should be produced for locally organized courses and meetings. The Protocol Committee were asked to examine this matter and report td the next Executive Board meeting. the Executive Board discussed the suggestion that the Society should improve its Information Service. N o conclusion was reached, however the President and Honorary Secretary would make proposals on this matter to the next Executive Board meeting. at the request of the International Committee, George Murdoch had prepared a draft proposal regarding the protocol for inspection of prosthetic and orthotic education centres. The Executive Board made further suggestions with regard to this protocol and an amended form of protocol would be presented to the next Executive Board meeting.
Committee, Task Officer aria Consultant .4ppointments complete list of these appointments can be seen on page iv of this issue of the Journal.
The Executive Board discussed Committee, Task Officer and Consultant appointments. A
Task Officer Reports
The Honorary Treasurer reported that there would be a surplus available to the Society from the year 1986. The official accounts for the year are printed elsewhere in this issue of the Journal. A revised budget for 1987 and a draft budget for 19Y8was presented to the Executive Board. It was agreed that the membership fee for 1988 should remain at 400 DKK.
The Chairman of the Protocol Committee indicated that they had discussed the protocol for the adjudication and award of the Blatchford Prize and this would be put to the next Board meeting. The President reported that the Forchheimer family wished to offer a Prize, to be awarded every three years. in memory of Alfred Forchheimer. It was intended that the prize be awarded through the Society for outstanding work in clinical assessment, evaluation or measurement. More information regarding these prizes will be intimated to the membership in due course.
The Executive Board discussed a proposal to hold a Workshop on the Upgrading of Short Course Trained Technicians and agreed that this workshop should be held in the University of Strathclyde from the 19th-25th July 1987.
The Board agreed that Ron Donovan should be appointed as Co-editor (Production) of 'Prosthetics and Orthotics International'. It was decided that the Journal be airmailed to all members and subscribers outside Europe. The Board agreed that the Society should pursue the establishment of an International Newsletter. At present it should be an integral part of the Journal and if successful, might eventually become independent. It was agreed that David Condie and Joan Edelstein be invited to edit the international Newsletter. The Publications Committee had examined the possibility of publishing a separate volume of selected articles from the Journal. but recommended that this should not be pursued at present.
The manual on 'The Planning and Installation of Orthopaedic Workshops in Developing
Countries' has now been published and copies are available at a cost of $10 (US) for non-members and $5 (US) for members.
The Executive Board discussed a proposal from A. Bennet Wilson Jr. and Melvin Stills with regard to the possibility of holding an ISPO Workshop on 'Above-knee Fitting and Alignment Techniques'. The Board agreed that there was an urgent need to study the various techniques of above-knee fitting and that, if possible, a workshop should be arranged as soon as possible. A steering committee. comprising of A. Bennet Wilson Jr., Melvin Stills. Al Muilenburg and George Murdoch was appointed to discuss detailed arrangements. It was agreed that the final decision to go ahead with the workshop should be made by the President in consultation with the Honorary Treasurer and the Honorary Secretary after submission of a detailed proposal from the Steering Committee.
International Organizations
The President, President Elect and Honorary Secretary attended the last meeting of the INTERBOR Board of Directors in November 1986. The Society is collaborating with INTERBOR with regard to their Congress in Barcelona in June 1987, and the President Elect has been appointed to its Scientific Committee. INTERBOR is interested in establishing standards of education in Europe and it was agreed that there should be a more formal meeting between representatives of ISPO and INTERBOR regarding this subject which should take place at the time of the Barcelona Congress.
The President reported on a warm and friendly meeting with officers of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in November 1986. The meeting was attended by the President. President Elect and Honorary Secretary on behalf of the Society. The Executive Board approved of these initial contacts and recommended that the Society should continue to develop its collaboration with ICRC.
The President reported that whilst in Geneva visiting ICRC the group had taken the opportunity to meet with the World Health Organization (WHO). The meeting had established initial contacts with WHO and means of further collaboration were being explored.
The Honorary Secretary reported on a recent meeting with the Secretary General of Rehabilitation International (RI) which explored ways in which closer collaboration could be achieved between the two organizations. Concern (WOC). Internationaler Verband der Orthopadie-Schuhtechniker (IVO) and SICOT.
World Congress
The President reported on the Bologna Congress. There have been no developments with the court case and no new date for a further hearing had been set.
The Secretary General of the Copenhagen Congress reported that the final accounting was almost complete and would be presented to the next Board Meeting. There had been over 600 active participants and the Exhibition had been successful and made a substantial surplus. The President thanked the Secretary General and his colleagues for a very satisfactory outcome.
Seishi Sawamura outlined the draft scientific programme for the Japanese Congress in 1989. This programme had been discussed by the International Congress Committee prior to the Executive Board meeting and a number of suggestions had been made. He also indicated that he had been in contact with the National Member Societies for their comments. One major suggestion is that the Instructional Courses should not take place in the morning, but the late afternoon and the Japanese programme committee had been asked to look into the possibility of implementing this suggestion. It was agreed that the registration fee for INTERBOR members should be the same as that available to ISPO members.
No invitations had been received as yet to host the 1992 Congress. The Honorary Secretary was asked to remind National Member Societies that the final date for submission of official invitations is the end of March 1987 and should be made according to the guidelines outlined in the Society's booklet, "Information and Guidelines for National Secretaries and other Officers of National Member Societies".
The Society continues to have contact with other organizations such as World Orthopaedic Future Activities a) Arrangements for the Symposium on Traumatic Amputation to be held in Herzliya. Israel on September 6-10 1987 were well underway. It was agreed that there should be a special meeting of the Executive Board members participating in the Symposium. b) Willem Eisma reported that the arrangements for the meeting in Netherlands, 28th-30th October 1987 were progressing well and the organization had reached an advanced stage, c) The Symposium on the Limb Deficient Child will be held in Heidelberg, FRG on August 28th-September 1st 1988. d. The possibility of the Society collaborating in a conference in the USSR in 1988 is being investigated. e) The Swedish National Member Society is discussing the possibility of holding a meeting on the Deformed Foot, but not until 1990.
Developing Countries
The Executive Board discussed the level of membership fee for developing countries. It was agreed that a special rate should be instituted, namely 150 DKK. The Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer would administer this scheme.
George Murdoch reported on a visit to Pakistan at the invitation of the Pakistani Orthopaedic Association.
The Honorary Secretary informed the Board that he had been in correspondence with the National Training Centre for Orthopaedic Technologists in Jordan with regard to an inspection visit, arrangements had yet to be finalized.
Sepp Heim reported that plans for a West African Survey of former students had not yet been finalized. As soon as information was available he would forward this to the Honorary Secretary. M. K. Goel presented a video to the Executive Board which illustrated the scale of the disabled problem in India. This was a very informative presentation.
The Executive Board agreed that Sepp Heim should prepare an overview of activities in Prosthetics and Orthotics in the Developing World.
Fellowship
Bernard Schievink (FRG) has been elected as a fellow of the Society.
Norman A . Jacobs Honorury Secretury
